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Population Graphs
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Do rabbits and fruit flies show similar trends in population growth?

Part I:  Rabbit Population

1. Create a line graph for the rabbit population.  The data is given below.  USE A RULER!

2. Title the graph: “Rabbit Population”.  

3. Label the x-axis “Years” and the y-axis “number of rabbits”.

	Years
	Number of Rabbits

	1937
	5

	1938
	25

	1939
	125

	1940
	625

	1941
	3125

	1942
	11625




                               Title: ________________________
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            x-axis: _________________________
4. What letter of the alphabet does your line graph resemble? ______

5. What type of growth pattern is exhibited by the rabbit population? _____________________

6. What conditions are necessary for this type of growth? ________________________________________________________________________________

7. In the past 500 years, humans have shown this type of growth pattern.  Give two reasons why.

________________________________________________________________________________
Part II:  Fruit Fly Population 
1. Create a line graph for the fruit fly population.  The data is given below.  

2. Title the graph “Fruit Fly Population”.  Label the x-axis “Days” and the y-axis “Number of fruit flies”. 
                                                                              Title: __________________
	Days
	Number of 

Fruit Flies

	5
	10

	10
	30

	15
	90

	20
	270

	25
	300

	30
	310

	35
	320

	40
	320



x-axis: ____________________

3. Label the following points on your graph:  exponential growth and carrying capacity.




4. What letter of the alphabet does your line graph resemble?  ______

5. What type of growth pattern is exhibited by the fruit fly population? _________________

6. What is the maximum number of fruit flies this environment can hold?  _____________

a. What day does the population reach this point? ___________

b. What do we call the place where the population reaches its maximum number of organisms? _______________ ________________

7. What is happening to the fruit fly population from day 5 to day 20? ______________________________________________________________________________

a. Give two reasons this may happen.

________________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________

8. What is happening to the fruit fly population from Day 20 to Day 40? ______________________________________________________________________________

Give two reasons why this may happen. ________________________________________________________________________________

y-yaxis: __________________








y-axis: __________________








